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Background

Background 

Medical Oncology (MO) is one of the 

basic disciplines of multidisciplinary 

cancer care. 

A Global Curriculum (GC) developed 

and updated by a joint ESMO/ASCO 

GC Task Force/Working Group (GC 

WG) greatly contributed to the 

recognition of MO worldwide. 

Methods 

ESMO/ASCO GC WG performed a 

global survey on MO recognition and 

GC adoption in 2019.

The survey was developed by the GC 

WG and sent to the ESMO national 

representative, national society or the 

leader of the training programme in 

countries with whom either ESMO or 

ASCO had official relations at that time.

Results  

Conclusions

- MO is recognised as speciality or sub-

specialty  in 47/62 (75%) of participating 

countries, in vast majority (39/47, 83%) 

as a specialty.

- In 9/62 (15%) of countries MO is trained 

together with haematology, as haemato-

oncology) or radiotherapy, as clinical 

oncology (Figure 1).

- ESMO/ASCO GC has been either fully 

or partially adopted or adapted in two-

thirds of participating countries (Figure 2).  

- Based on survey, MO is recognised 

and ESMO/ASCO GC has been 

adopted/adapted in a vast majority of 

countries, without major  differences 

observed  around the world.

- This most comprehensive information 

will definitely support further 

dissemination of MO and GC  worldwide.

Figure 1. Recognition of Medical Oncology Figure 2. ESMO/ASCO GC adoption
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