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Preliminary  Conclusions 

 There are substantial differences in formulary availability , out of pocket 
costs and actual availability for many medications 

 

 These differences  

 Are more profound in Eastern European Countries 

 Are related to the cost of new agents 

 

 The impact of these differences are most profound in diseases where non 
curative outcomes are dependent on availability of expensive anticancer 
agents such as  

 EFGR or ALK mutated non small cell lung cancer 

 Melanoma 

 Renal  Cell Cancer 

 RAS/RAF wild type colorectal cancer 
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$1000 per tablet 
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Make important medicines 
cheaper 
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Finding the right balance for the cancer 
medicine industry 
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Professional public health advocacy 

 Responsibility 
 Individual clinicians 

 Professional organizations 

 

 Advocate for 
 Affordability 

 Pharmaceutical industry: reduce prices 

 Governments: subsidies and reimbursements 

 Equal access to care 

 

 Pharmaceutical industry 
 Not bound by same ethical commitments as physicians 

 Inherently seek to maximize  profit and return 

 Dynamic relationship: sometimes partner, sometimes adversary 
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