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tumor tissue bank 

diagnosis 
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        Question:   Does a certain biomarker allow to predict the resonse to treatment? 
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        Prerequisites for the use of archival tumor tissue 

 

 

 

 1. tissue repository (paraffin blocks, frozen tissue, DNA, etc.) 

 

 2. SOPs for fast (cave: degradation of genetic material), standardized tissue aquisition 

 

 3. well-controlled clinical information (i.e.digital patient file) 

 

 4. adequate data management (codification, link to clinical information, etc.) 

 

 

 

 5. consent of ethical review board  

 

 6. consent of patient 
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One page letter-sized form requesting  

human tissue for research projects 
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One page letter-sized form requesting  

human tissue for research projects: 

 

1. Who (PI, other persons handling tissue) 
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One page letter-sized form requesting  

human tissue for research projects: 

 

1. Who (PI, other persons handling tissue) 

2.  Project (brief project description) 

3.  What (organ, type of tissue, number) 
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One page letter-sized form requesting  

human tissue for research projects: 

 

1. Who (PI, other persons handling tissue) 

2.  Project (brief project description) 

3. What (organ, type of tissue, number) 

4.  How (logistics, who and when to call) 
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One page letter-sized form requesting  

human tissue for research projects: 

 

1. Who (PI, other persons handling tissue) 

2.  Project (brief project description) 

3. What (organ, type of tissue, number) 

4. How (logistics, who and when to call) 

5.  Declaration of disposal /limitations 
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One page letter-sized form requesting  

human tissue for research projects: 

 

1. Who (PI, other persons handling tissue) 

2.  Project (brief project description) 

3. What (organ, type of tissue, number) 

4. How (logistics, who and when to call) 

5.  Declaration of disposal /limitations 

6.  Statement of the review board 
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One page letter-sized form requesting  

human tissue for research projects: 

 

1. Who (PI, other persons handling tissue) 

2.  Project (brief project description) 

3. What (organ, type of tissue, number) 

4. How (logistics, who and when to call) 

5.  Declaration of disposal /limitations 

6.  Statement of the review board 

Please note that... 

 

this simplified procedure is used only for codified tissues (without patient identifiers) 

 

the ethical review board has accepted this simplified procedure only after having 

reviewed in detail our procedures of tissue handling and tissue codification  

 

the ethical review board has five working days to respond 

 

the review board has the right to refuse it‘s consent and request that a full-         blown 

project request is submitted for standard review (never happened in 15 years) 
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        Prerequisites for the use of archival tumor tissue 

 

 

 

 1. tissue repository (paraffin blocks, frozen tissue, DNA, etc.) 
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researchers, physicians, member of the ethical review boards, and likely 

everyone in this audience has a good idea what the use of human tissue implies 

in terms of  

 

benefit (for other patients) 

 

 

and  

 

 

risks (for the tissue donor) 

 

- genetic dispositions to diseases  

- abuse of information (insurance, employer, etc.) 

- psychological trauma of confrontation with health risk 
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Unanswered questions concern the balance of  

 

autonomy (the right to consent, the right to know about research results) versus 

protection (the right to not be confronted, the right to not know research results) 
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We all  know what‘s best for our 

patients, for the tissue donors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can we be sure?        

Why not ask them. 

think that we 
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We have obtained funding from the 

Swiss Cancer Society  

(Ligue suisse contre le cancer) 

 

to perform focus group discussions 

with 90 health professionals, patients, 

and the general population, 

 

to develop a questionnaire and  

 

to perform computer-assisted tele-

phone interviews (CATI) of 1600 repre-

sentative members of the French- and 

German-speaking Swiss population 

(october 2010, mean duration: 13min) 
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what did we learn from the focus group discussions ? 

 

 need to first inform subjects, then to ask their opinion 

 Some basic information was provided in a letter that was written to the 
households, in which the consent to the CATI was asked   

 questions were formulated in a way that some basic information is given 
to the subjects, followed by a « yes/no, maybe, don’t know » answer 

i.e.    « After the surgical resection of a tumor, the tumor is investigated 
by the pathologist. If after his examinations, a piece of the tumor is 
left over, do you think that …… » 

 

 the subject matter is new and very complex 

 by far most members of the general population have never 
or rarely given any thought to the subject 

 there is generally little knowledge about academic 
medicine, biomedical research, and about legal and ethical 
aspects involving the use of human tissue 
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results I: sensibility towards the subject mater 
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results II: information and consent 
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results III: information to the patient 
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results IV: informed consent 
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sociodemographic bias I 

 age 

 the younger the subjets, the more they wanted to be informed 

 the very young (< 30 ans) and the elderly (> 75 ans) tended to 
show the strongest confidence into biomedical research 

 education 

 the more educated subjects tended to have given prior 
thoughts at the matter and to think that the hospital might 
retain left-over tissues for research purposes 

 the more the subjects were educated the more they tended to 
distrust the system and to request that strict rules be 
established and enforced under which their tissues could be 
used for biomedical research (written consent, etc.) 
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sociodemographic bias II 

 sex 

 sex did not have any influence on any of the opinions asked 

 

 language 

 the French-speaking Swiss (Romandie) tended to show 
greater confidence in research and the use of human tissues 

 the same percentage of German-and French-speaking Swiss 
would like to be informed about the use of their tissues 

 the French-speaking Swiss tended to be slightly more reluctant 
to consent to the use of their tissue be used for research 

 the French-speaking Swiss tend to be less favorable to the use 
of their tissue by pharmaceutical companies 
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one unexpected outcome of focus group discussions 

 

  Most guidelines by ethical institutions and review boards 
state that in case of unexpected findings during the research 
on human material, the patient be contacted and informed 
by the patient’s general practitioner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 However, the general practitioners      
that we confronted with this       
statement responded that  

 (i) this has never been discussed        
with them and that  

 (ii) they are not willing to pull the          
hot potatoes from the fire for the     
« research establishment » 
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general conclusions 

 the general public has not given much thought to the 
potential use of human tissues for biomedical research 

 the population would like the be informed  

 giving consent seems not to play such an important role 

 the wish to be informed does not mirror a distrust in 
research but reflect their vision of transparency and 
partnership with the health professionals 
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general conclusions 

 the general public has not given much thought to the 
potential use of human tissues for biomedical research 

 the population would like the be informed  

 giving consent semms not to play such an important role 

 the wish to be informed does not mirror a distrust in 
research but reflect their vision of transparency and 
partnership with  the health professionals 

 based on our survey, there is no reason to assume that 
biomedical research could be endangered by the lack of 
confidence of the population towards the use of their tissues 

 there is a need for wider information of the public 
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Biomedizinische Forschung:  

was dürfen wir  ? - nicht ? 

Stammzelltherapie   Euthanasie   Präim- 

plantationsdiagnostik   Finanzengpässe  
Genpatente   Tumorgewebebank   Bio- 


