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Pierot t i ( Fondazione  I RCCS “ I st ituto  Nazionale dei Tum ori”,

Milano)

It is a privilege to have been appointed

President of the Organisation of European

Cancer Institutes, the OECI, following in the

steps of Prof. Ulrik Ringborg and other

outstanding predecessors. 
Before accepting the Presidency, I considered at

length what might be the right way to approach
a prestigious role that cannot be a means to

sustain national or even local interests. My

mandate will follow three main guidelines: the

pursuit of knowledge, the reduction of

fragmentation, and the increase of

competitiveness, as they are all instrumental in
achieving one goal – to find new and better
treatments, provide more comprehensive care

and improve the patients’ quality of life
supported by evidence-based medicine with a

holistic approach. 

My recent experience at the lead of the

European Association for Cancer Research made
me realize that an organization like OECI has a

far greater possibility to carry out productive

actions, as it can contribute to the building of
the European Research Area in the field of

cancer thus reducing fragmentation and

improving European competitiveness. To this
aim, it is mandatory to put into action a

program that could be of interest to the EU and

national funding bodies. 

Read  m ore...  

The OECI  Mission Statem ent  

The Organizat ion  of  European  Cancer I nst itutes ( OECI )

A European  Econom ic I nterest  Grouping  

The OECI mission is to bring together the cancer research and care institutions of
the EU in order to create a critical mass of expertise and competence with the view

of building and maintaining a consensus on the best models of oncology,

developing concrete affordable and realistic solutions to effectively combat cancer,

and fostering the widest deployment of oncology models and solutions to improve

the quality of life for the patients in the EU. 

Read  m ore...

The posit ion of the  organizat ion  of European  Cancer

I nst itu tes  

Open Let ter  to the  European  Com m ission  and  to the  Ministers of  Health

and  Research  in  the  Mem ber  States 

The posit ion  of  the  organizat ion of  European  Cancer  I nst itutes

Each year in the EU, 2 million people die of cancer and 3 million new cancer cases

are diagnosed. Cancer is an increasing health threat and combating it places

enormous economic and social burdens on the national health systems and health

institutions. Concerted political action is required now, to control the growing

incidence of the disease. 

In addition to encouraging primary prevention, we need affordable effective

treatments for all citizens. This goal will not be achieved unless there are
concerted efforts at the EU-level to improve the effectiveness of oncology in all of

the various health-care systems. The problem of fragmentation in care and

research can only be solved with the development of multidisciplinary care and
research, the integration of care, research, and education, and the collaboration

necessary to reach a critical mass. The focus is harmonized comprehensive cancer
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Disclosure slide 

• Chair of the OECI Accreditation and 
Designation Programme Working Group 

• Voluntarily and for free ! 
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2012 Oncology issues in Europe 

Need to organise / monitor the system 
Harmonise-Share- Improve-Compete - Assess-Benchmark 

            

              

Wide 
differences in 
therapeutic 
outcomes 
exist in EU 

 

              

Improvement 
in 

Translation 
Is needed  

              
Academic 
research is  
fragmented 
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Cancer  
Center  

Cancer  
Professionals 

 Funders  
(Industry) 

Patients Health  
Authorities 

THE CANCER CENTER CHALLENGE !  
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 Accreditation Designation 
Programme for Cancer Centres 

 Board - Management Unit  

 Accreditation Committee 

 Qualitative and Quantitative 
Questionnaires  

 Designation criteria 

 Electronic Platform (e-tool) and 
website 

 OECI Auditors 

 

 For each Cancer centre in the 
Programme 

① Quanti. and Quali. Data  

② Report  

③ Improvement plan 



www.esmo2012.org 

Centres in the Programme 

Accreditation-Certification complete 

- IPO Porto 

- IPO Coimbra 

- IVO Valencia 

- Christie Manchester 

- NKI-AVL Amsterdam 

- IPO Lisbon 

Report in process 

- Institut Jules Bordet, 
Brussels 

- Univ. Hospital Helsinki 

- IO Vilnius 
- IGR, Villejuif 
- Cambridge 
 

Peer Review Planned 

- UZ Brussels 
- London King’s Health P  
- Oslo 

Italian Initiative 
 

Italian CCCentres 
participate through 

a National Grant 
Funded by the 

Italian Ministry of 
Health  
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Quality Standards 

 

Oncology 

Multidisciplinarity 

Research 

Education 

Comprehensiveness 

Patients 
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Quantitative Data 

 

HUMAN RESOURSES 

+ 

INFRASTRUCTURES  

 + 

ACTIVITIES  

+ 

BUDGET 
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Electronic Self Assessment Tool 

http://oeci.selfassessment.nu/compass/user/main.enquetes.enquetes.php?language=en
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Questionnaires 

• List of questionnaires 
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Compliance with standards 

 

 

 



www.esmo2012.org 



www.esmo2012.org 

Proof documents 
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Non compliance = Improvement 

Plan 
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Quantitative data = Figures 
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OECI Auditors 

Peer Review Visit 

• 2 full days on site 

• Availability ++ 

• Tight Agenda 

• Tours / interviews / presentations  

• Preliminary summary report 

• Main language = English 

• Translator must be available 
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Peer review Report 

Accreditation and Designation Certificate 

Improvement Plan 

• Draft report in 4-6 weeks 

• Comments cancer 4 weeks  

• Final report including strengths and 

opportunities 

• Writing improvement plan by the 

center 3 months 

• Accreditation Certificate (30 wks) 

• Follow up on improvement plan after 

one year 

• Accreditation valid for 4 years 
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Infrastructures 
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Total number of capacities

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

Centre

A

Centre

B

Centre

C

Centre

D

Centre

E

Centre

F

Centre

G

Centre

H

Centre

I

Centre

J

Number of ambulatory day care

beds/chairs

Number of inpatient beds for overnight

stays



www.esmo2012.org 

 Number of outpatient visits in consultation
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 Number of inpatient and outpatient visits 
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 Mean duration of stay for inpatients (in days)

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Surgery oncology

M
e
d

ic
a
l 

o
n

c
o

lo
g

y

Centre A

Centre B

Centre C

Centre D

Centre E

Centre F

Centre G

Centre H

Centre I

Centre J



www.esmo2012.org 

 Number of physicians dedicated to oncology (in FTE)
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 Number of certified nurses dedicated to oncology (in FTE)
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 Number of physicians per patients
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 Number of new patients by tumour site
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 Number of radiotherapy sessions

900

1900

2900

3900

4900

5900

6900

7900

1 500 6 500 11 500 16 500 21 500 26 500

Number of patients

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

ra
d

io
th

e
ra

p
y
 s

e
s
s
io

n
s Centre A

Centre B

Centre C

Centre D

Centre E

Centre F

Centre G

Centre H

Centre I

Centre J



www.esmo2012.org 

 Number of facilities for radiology
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 Number of bone marrow/stem cell transplants per year
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 Total number of staff in pathology (in FTE)
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 Total number of staff in radiotherapy (in FTE)
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 Total number of supportive care staff (in FTE)
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 Number of staff in supportive care per patient
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 Number of FTE research staff 

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

Centre A Centre B Centre C Centre D Centre E Centre F Centre G Centre J

Total number of PhD students and fellows

Total number of researchers



www.esmo2012.org 

 

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

Centre A Centre B Centre C Centre D Centre F Centre G Centre H Centre I Centre J

Number of studies active



www.esmo2012.org 

 Number of investigator initiated trials
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• Excellence 
Designation 
System for CCCs 
and CRCs 

• Outcome 
indicators related 
to translational 
research 

• Benchmarking 
tool  

EC Funded 
Research 

Programmes 
-Eurocan 

Platform 

WP 12 

-BenchCAN 
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A system to Identify  
Comprehensive Cancer Centres of Excellence 

A network for collaboration  
A network for benchmarking 
A network for competition   

A tool for measuring outcome 
 

…Better than tripadvisor ?             

OECI A&D 

+ 

EurocanPlatform 

= 


