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THE   DEFINITION    

OF                         

CANCER  OF  UNKNOWN   PRIMARY 



Histologically  confirmed  metastatic  cancer  for  

which  clinicians  are  unable  to  identify  a  primary  

tumor  after  a  standard  diagnostic  approach.  

Pavlidis  N,  Pentheroudakis  G, 
Lancet   379: 1428-35, 2012 



THE   EPIDEMIOLOGY                              

OF                         

CANCER  OF  UNKNOWN   PRIMARY 



 CUP   accounts  for  3-5%  all  human  cancers  

  

 Incidence  per  100.000   people   

 

 Australia   :  18-19   cases 

 USA   :    7-12   cases  

 Netherlands   :    5-7    cases 

 Switzerland   :    4-6     cases   

Pavlidis N, Pentheroudakis G,   

Lancet   379 :  1428 – 35, 2012 



DON’T   FORGET  THAT  

 CUP  represents  the 7th – 8th most  frequent  type 

of cancer and the 4th commonest cause of cancer 

death. 

 

 It is considered to be more common than non-

Hodgkin’s  lymphoma 


